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Upon the return of Kssex to London the Parliament sub-scribecl the Scottish Covenant, ami copies for the signatures of the people were immediately distributed through all th parts of England that were tinder Puritan control. This . ceeding created an extraordinary impression on the minds of Englishmen. The Covenant was a visible* injection of religion into the existing strife, and all sectarian differences were put; aside in the enthusiasm with which men and women eagerly signed their names to it. From the moment in which the* Solemn League and Covenant was officially presented to the people, the subject of religion became uppermost in the minds of the Puritans; and the subject of unjust oppressions in the Government, out of which the war had avowedly grown, assumed a minor importance.
There was fine politics in the adoption ol the Covenant, and that astute 'Puritan, young Sir Harry Vane, had led in the negotiations which secured this new source of inspiration from Scotland. Vane was an Independent; so were Cromwell and many of the other Parliamentary leaders; and as Independents they were jealous of the ascendency ol the Presbyterians. Yet they one and all signed the Presbyterian Covenant, doubtless justifying their conduct as a necessary measure* of the war. Henceforward the Parliamentary plea was the protection of the Protestant religion. In this Covenant, the subscribers engaged mutually to defend each other against all opponents; bound themselves to endeavour, without respect of persons, the extirpation of Popery and prelacy, superstition, heresy, schism, and profaneness; to maintain the rights and privileges of Parliaments, together with the Kind's authority, and to discover and bring to justice* all incendiaries and malignants.1 The Scottish Parliament immediately began to raise an army. The King, apprised of their design, cast an eye to his military forces in Ireland.
The Cavaliers continued to win some light successes. Prince Maurice had taken Exeter and Dartmouth, and the King's power was secure in the west. Prince Rupert had captured
1 Kushworth, vol. iv., p. 478.    < liirrwl